Conviction$

Honor the  LORD with your possessions and with the firstfruits of all your increase; so your barns will be filled with plenty and  your vats will overflow with new wine.  Proverbs 3:9,10

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith.  These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.”  Matthew 23:23

We admire people with convictions that follow the Bible and honor God.

Abraham was a great example of a man with a conviction to obey God.

· Hebrews 11:8 - … obeyed … not knowing where he was going …

· Hebrews 11:17-19 – when he was tested, offered up Isaac … accounting that God was able to raise him up even from the dead …

· Abraham passed the tests of obedience …
On the contrary – the princes and people of Israel:

· Jeremiah 34:10 – they freed their Hebrew slaves when they were told to do so – great!

· But: Jeremiah 34:11 – afterward they changed their minds … !
Know this:

· Our convictions must be from the Word of God

· Our convictions will be tested.
· Living by convictions will mean, at times, discomfort.  Don’t let the discomfort of the moment dictate your actions.
Three important convictions:

· Jesus Christ is Lord – Acts 4:12

· The Bible is the Word of God – II Timothy 3:16
· God controls my finances – starting with the tithe
· Genesis 14:20 … Hebrews 7:2 …

· Tithing was common practice before ‘The Law’ – Genesis 28:22
· Reinforced in Malachi 3:10
If you don’t make up your mind, your unmade mind will unmake you.     E. Stanley Jones

The truly wise man is he who believes the Bible against the opinions of any man.  If the Bible says one thing, and any body of men says another, the wise man will decide, “This book is the Word of Him Who cannot lie.”  R.A. Torrey

